
Cognitive Dissonance 

“experiment, v. To make an experiment upon, make trial of, test, try 
 viz. In experimenting of medicines, he should kill an infinit number of persons”1  

“disturbance, n. The interruption and breaking up of tranquility, peace, rest, or settled condition 
 viz. The slightest disturbance was sufficient to bring them down.”2  
 
 
How does one reconcile the irreconcilable 

irony 
 of experimentally studying landscape dynamics and disturbance in forest ecosystems3  
  without disturbing the experimental forest? 
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